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BUILDING YOUR NEW HOME WITHOUT BLOWING THE BUDGET

ONE

Set a realistic
budget upfront

Before you start asking builders
for quotes, you need to know
what your budget is for the
house build and overall project.

Landscaping & Fencing $
Add ons $

Overall budget $____ _
Don’t get caught into the trap of
looking at your initial quote
from sales consultant and think
this will be the end price for the
build.

Depending on the building
company, the true cost will be
the contract price which
includes site works, building
approvals, design fees, all your
upgrades from your interior
design appointment.

Signing your contract prior to
having done engineering,
selection appointments, energy
efficiency etc leaves you open
to additional costs.
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That’s what makes us Moreton
Bay #1 trusted builder. At
Cheney Constructions, we make
sure you get a complete
understanding of the real cost
to build your home early on in
the process. From our first
consultation, we walk you
through what’s included, what’s
optional, and what allowances to
expect before your site reports
can be ordered. This lets us build
you a budget that’s accurate
and achievable upfront not a
generic square metre.
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BUILDING YOUR NEW HOME WITHOUT BLOWING THE BUDGET

TWO

Define your
non-negiotables

What matters most to you in your home?

This is a question we like to ask
upfront to get you thinking
about what matters most to you
and from this we can define
your non-negotiables from your
negotiables inclusions.

It could be a big family kitchen,
a butler’s pantry with ample
storage, luxury ensuite with
freestanding bathtub or a walk
in robe with custom cabinetry. It
Might be something as simple as
the square meterage
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By understanding your non-
negotiables from the start, we
can tailor the design of your
house and budget to suit. That
might mean scaling back in less
important areas (like opting for
standard finishes in the laundry
or spare rooms) SO you can
invest in what really matters.

We also help you look at what
can be done now vs later. Some
cosmetic items can be
completed after handover
however structural changes
need to be locked in with the
builder.
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BUILDING YOUR NEW HOME WITHOUT BLOWING THE BUDGET

THREE

Design for
budget efficency

You don’t need a complex design or extra large home to have a
stunning build. A cleverly designed home that maximises space in
the right areas can significantly help with staying on track.

That might mean simplifying rooflines, reducing hallway waste,
avoiding unnecessary structural elements, or designing around the
natural shape of the block to reduce site works.

A well desighed 200m?* home can feel more spacious and liveable
than a poorly designed 240m? home. Bigger isn’t always better,
smarter is!
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BUILDING YOUR NEW HOME WITHOUT BLOWING THE BUDGET

FOUR

Selections
before contract

One of the biggest reasons
people go over budget
during construction is not
knowing the cost of their
selections and upgrades.

When selection

e — 3 J/cm appointments are completed
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get added to a variation.

By choosing a builder that
completes their selections
before your contract is
completed you can make
sure you dre happy with the
selections chosen and make
sure they fit within your
budget.
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BUILDING YOUR NEW HOME WITHOUT BLOWING THE BUDGET

FIVE

Choose smarter
materials

You don’t need to spend ftop dollar to

get a high-end look. The secret is
Q knowing where to invest and where
7] you can scale back without it
showing.

There is alternative brands or
materials you can choose that will
give you the same look for a cheaper
price.

e Instead of engineered Timber
floors, look at hybrid options

e Stick with standard inclusions
where possible

¢ Swap Brick out for Cladding

e Instead of drawers to cabinetry,
opt for doors

[L i ' e Half height wall tiles to powder
on’' Clafdding room instead of floor to ceiling
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BUILDING YOUR NEW HOME WITHOUT BLOWING THE BUDGET

SIX

Choose a builder
who values you

Let’s be real, not all builders care about your build. Some sales
consultants will underquote just to win the job, then be long gone
when you are buried sky high in variations once the contract has

been signed.
Ask the sales consultants the following before you sign up:

e Do you complete interior design appointments before or after
contract signing?

e Do you pass on supplier/trade increases?

e Are your contracts a fixed price contract?

e From past experience, what is the average increase price from
quote to contract?

¢ Do you undertake engineering prior to contract signing?

By asking the above, you will be able to determine if you need to
put any money aside for unexpected costs.
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BUILDING YOUR NEW HOME WITHOUT BLOWING THE BUDGET

SEVEN

Communication

Is key

To eliminate unexpected costs,
make sure communication
between yourself, the builder
and land agent is open.

If your land has a design
guideline/covenant in place,
make sure the builder is aware
and can make sure your home is
compliant and in line with the
initial quote given.

Does your land have any
overlays or easements
on it?

Ask your land agent if there is
any restrictions for your block
that may occur additional build
costs. By knowing if there is a
bushfire level, high wind rating
or if there is any easements
upfront, this can be included as
an allowance in your initial
quote before the builder
completes their required
reports.
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Land registration

If your land is not registered,
ask your agent:

1. when do they expect
registration?

2. If this is accurate?
3. Do they forecast or have

previously expected further
delays.

This ensures the builder can
include any upcoming prices
increases into your initial quote
and prevents unexpected
increases later in the process.
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BUILDING YOUR NEW HOME WITHOUT BLOWING THE BUDGET

EIGHT

Have a detailed
contract

Before signing your build MASTER
contract, make sure you read BUILDERS

through the documents QUEENSLAND
thoroughly. A couple of things to

look out for: The home of building

e Build days/time frame listed
in contract

e Make sure the contract is a
fixed price contract

¢ What items are listed as a
provisional sum. (The less the
better for you!)

e What is the construction
timeframe?

e What is the liquidator
damages changes?

Ask the builder, how quickly can
they start construction from
contract signing?

Are they willing to put this in
writing?
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